National Treasure (Structure): Buddha Hall at Kouzan—ji Temple

Date of Designation: November 14, 1953 (Showa 28)
Year of Construction: 1320 (Gen'o 2)

Kouzan—ji Temple was founded by Koan Genjaku and was originally a Rinzai—sect Zen temple known as Chofuku—ji. Upon entering the Edo period (in the
early 1600s), it became the family temple of the lords of the Chofu Mori Domain, whereupon it converted to the Soto sect of Zen and was renamed
Shozan—ji—before adopting its current name, Kouzan—ji, in 1652 (Jo’ o 1). An ink inscription on a pillar inside the Buddha Hall reads, “The pillars for this
hall were raised on the fifth day of the fourth month (according to the lunar calendar) of Gen’ o 2,” verifying its construction in the year 1320.

The interior of the Buddha Hall is laid out in a square, three—by—three—bay plan. The exterior features an extra set of eaves and a hip—and—gable roof
topped with cypress bark shingles. It preserves the pure form of the Zen style of architecture introduced from China accompanying the transmission of
Zen Buddhism, as seen in features such as closely spaced supporting brackets placed not only above the pillars but also between them, fan—shaped rafter
structures supporting the eaves (or fan—shaped only at the corners as is the case for this Buddha Hall), and foundation stones at the bases of the pillars.
Another characteristic feature of Zen—style architecture is that the lower ends of the arms within the bracket structures are shaped into nearly circular
curves.

The Buddha Hall also incorporates decorative features characteristic of Zen—style architecture, including bell-shaped windows designed to appear flame
—like and wave—patterned latticework composed of curvy slats.

The interior features closely spaced supporting brackets similar to those on the outside, and by reducing the number of pillars and supporting the upper
structure with large bottle—shaped struts, the builders were able to create a more spacious inner sanctuary. The floor is paved in tiles offset diagonally at
a 45—degree angle. The central-most portion of the ceiling is constructed without exposed beams, frames, or other structures supporting the ceiling board,
and it features a painting of rhododendrons on washi paper by Banka Maruyama.

In 1918 (Taisho 7), the Buddha Hall was dismantled and restored, during which previously altered features—including the shape and tiling of the roof—were

returned to their original state, giving the structure its present appearance.

Shimonoseki City Board of Education
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